A Personal
Relationship
With Jesus
Christ
St. Pope John Paul II
“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of happiness; He is waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies
you; He is the beauty to which you are so attracted; it is He who provoked you with that thirst for fullness that will
not let you settle for compromise; it is He who urges you to shed the masks of a false life; it is He who reads in your
heart your most genuine choices, the choices that others try to stifle. It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do
something great with your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be ground down by
mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making
the world more human and more fraternal.”
"Conversion means accepting, by a personal decision, the saving sovereignty of Christ and becoming his disciple."
"The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ:
only He can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity." St. Pope
John Paul II Catechesis Tradendae

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
"Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person,
which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction."
"For Bernard, in fact, true knowledge of God consisted in a personal, profound experience of Jesus Christ and of his
love. And, dear brothers and sisters, this is true for every Christian: faith is first and foremost a personal, intimate
encounter with Jesus, it is having an experience of his closeness, his friendship and his love. It is in this way that we
learn to know him ever better, to love him and to follow him more and more. May this happen to each one of us!"
(Pope Benedict, Catechesis on St. Bernard of Clairvaux, October 22, 2009
“Christianity is not an intellectual system, a collection of dogmas, or a moralism. Christianity is an encounter, a love
story; it is an event.”
“For each one of you, as for the apostles, the encounter with the divine Teacher who calls you friends may be the
beginning of an extraordinary venture: that of becoming apostles among your contemporaries to lead them to live
their own experience of friendship with God, made Man, with God who has made himself my friend.”
We, however, have a different goal: the Son of God, the true man. He is the measure of true humanism. An “adult”
faith is not a faith that follows the trends of fashion and the latest novelty; a mature adult faith is deeply rooted in

friendship with Christ. It is this friendship that opens us up to all that is good and gives us a criterion by which to
distinguish the true from the false, and deceit from truth.”
“Are we not perhaps all afraid in some way? If we let Christ enter fully into our lives, if we open ourselves totally to
him, are we not afraid that He might take something away from us? Are we not perhaps afraid to give up something
significant, something unique, something that makes life so beautiful? Do we not then risk ending up diminished
and deprived of our freedom? . . . No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of
what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in this
friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty
and liberation. And so, today, with great strength and great conviction, on the basis of long personal experience of
life, I say to you, dear young people: Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing away, and he gives you everything.
When we give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return. Yes, open, open wide the doors to Christ – and
you will find true life. Amen.”

LUMEN FIDEI, the encyclical written by two popes…
"God is not the god of a particular place, or a deity linked to specific sacred time, but the God of a person, the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, capable of interacting with man and establishing a covenant with him. Faith is our
response to a word which engages us personally, to a "Thou" who calls us by name. " Lumen Fidei 8
"Those who choose not to put their trust in God must hear the din of countless idols crying out: "Put your trust in
me!" Faith, tied as it is to conversion, is the opposite of idolatry; it breaks with idols to turn to the living God in a
personal encounter. Believing means entrusting oneself to a merciful love which always accepts and pardons, which
sustains and directs our lives, and which shows its power by its ability to make straight the crooked lines of our
history. Faith consists in the willingness to let ourselves be constantly transformed and renewed by God’s call.
Herein lies the paradox: by constantly turning towards the Lord, we discover a sure path which liberates us from
the dissolution imposed upon us by idols. " Lumen Fidei 13
"...theology is more than simply an effort of human reason to analyze and understand, along the lines of the
experimental sciences. God cannot be reduced to an object. He is a subject who makes himself known and
perceived in an interpersonal relationship. "[Theology]is not just our discourse about God, but first and foremost
the acceptance and the pursuit of a deeper understanding of the word which God speaks to us, the word which God
speaks about himself, for he is an eternal dialogue of communion, and he allows us to enter into this dialogue." 36

Pope Francis
"Let the risen Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a friend, with trust: he is life! If up till now you have kept him at
a distance, step forward. He will receive you with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a risk: you won’t be
disappointed. If following him seems difficult, don’t be afraid, trust him, be confident that he is close to you, he is
with you and he will give you the peace you are looking for and the strength to live as he would have you do."
-Pope Francis, Holy Saturday, 30 March 2013

Jesus Christ loves you, He gave His life to
save you, and now He lives forever by your
side to enlighten, strengthen and heal you.

